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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  breakdown for Religious Education 

Nursery Unit- I am Special  Unit- Christmas Unit -Friendship 
 

 To begin to know they are fearfully and wonderfully 
made by God. 

 To begin to know they are unique special and loved. 

 To begin to know Christians believe that God is our 
heavenly father, we are his children and we are 
members of a wider world family. 

 To begin to be able to talk about themselves, their likes, 
dislikes, and what makes them special. 

 To begin to be able to talk about feelings they have 
experienced. 

 
 

 To begin to know Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birthday. 

 To begin to know Jesus was a very special baby, the Son of God.  

 To begin to know the church celebrates Christmas in special ways. 

 To begin to know recall/retell the nativity story. 

 To begin to be able to identify the characters in the nativity story.  

 To begin to be able to use religious words to talk about Christmas. 

 To begin to be able to talk about why Christmas is important. 

 To begin to be able to talk about how the church celebrates Christmas. 

 To begin to be able to talk about their own experiences of Christmas. 

 To begin to be able to talk about feelings related to celebrating 
Christmas and birthdays. 

 To begin to know Christians consider themselves to be friends of 
Jesus. 

 To begin to know Jesus has 12 special friends called disciples. 

 To begin to be able to recall/retell stories of Jesus with his friends.  

 To begin to be able to talk about why friendship is important. 

 To begin to be able to talk about their own experiences of friendship. 

Nursery Unit – Easter   Unit- Prayer Unit- Special People 

E
Y 
 
 
 
F
S 

 To begin to know Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey 
on Palm Sunday.  

 To begin to know Jesus died on the cross on Good Friday.  

 To begin to know we (Christians) believe that Jesus rose 
on Easter Day and is alive today. 

 To begin to know Easter is the most important time of 
the year for the Church. 

 To begin to be able to tell you that Christians believe 
Jesus died for us because he loves us. 

 To begin to be able to briefly retell the story of Easter. 

 To begin to be able to identify symbols associated with 
Easter. 

 To begin to be able to talk about their own experiences 
of love and other emotions expressed in the Easter Story. 

 To begin to be able to ask questions about the Easter 
story. 

• To begin to know Jesus taught his disciples   
• To begin to know (us) the Lord’s Prayer. 
• To begin to know prayer is a form of   
• To begin to know communication with God. 
• To begin to know prayer is expressed in a variety of ways.  
• To begin to know people pray for many different reasons. 
• To begin to be able to talk about the stories of Daniel and 
Jonah. 
• To begin to be able to talk about the different ways 
people pray. 
• To begin to be able to talk about their own experiences 
of prayer. 

 To begin to know Jesus was special and performed miracles. 

 To begin to know people choose to do a variety of jobs that 
particularly show Christian values in action. Eg health care 
workers, emergency service workers, parents etc. 

 

 To begin to be able to recall/retell stories about Jesus. 

 To begin to be able to talk about why Jesus is special. 

 To begin to be able to talk about people who are special 
and give reasons why they are special. 

 To begin to be able to connect people’s actions and 
Christian values. 

 To begin to be able to talk about why the vicar is special. 
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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  breakdown for Religious Education 

EYFS Unit- Harvest Unit- Christmas Unit –Stories Jesus Heard 
 

 To start to understand Christians believe God created 
the world.  

 To start to understand Christians believe that we should 
say thank you to God at Harvest time. 

 To start to understand Christians celebrate the Harvest 
Festival with a special service in church.   

 To be able to talk about the food they enjoy. 

 To be able to talk about harvest around the world. 

 To be able to talk about why we celebrate harvest. 

 To be able to talk about why it is important to help 
others, particularly at harvest time. 

 

 To know Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birthday. 

 To know Jesus was a very special baby, the Son of God.  

 To know the church celebrates Christmas in special ways. 

 To know recall/retell the nativity story. 

 To be able to identify the characters in the nativity story.  

 To be able to use religious words to talk about Christmas. 

 To be able to talk about why Christmas is important. 

 To be able to talk about how the church celebrates Christmas. 

 To be able to talk about their own experiences of Christmas. 

 To be able to talk about feelings related to celebrating Christmas and 
birthdays. 

 To start to understand Jesus listened to and learned Old 
Testament stories.  

 To start to understand Old Testament stories teach us about 
God. 

 To be able to recall/retell some of the Old Testament stories 
Jesus heard.  

 To be able to talk about their favourite stories. 

 To be able to talk about their feelings and experiences. 

EYFS Unit – Easter   Unit- Special Times Unit- Special Places 

E
Y 
 
 
 
F
S 

 To know Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey on Palm 
Sunday.  

 To know Jesus died on the cross on Good Friday.  

 To know we (Christians) believe that Jesus rose on Easter 
Day and is alive today. 

 To know Easter is the most important time of the year for 
the Church. 

 To be able to tell you that Christians believe Jesus died 
for us because he loves us. 

 To be able to briefly retell the story of Easter. 

 To be able to identify symbols associated with Easter. 

 To be able to talk about their own experiences of love 
and other emotions expressed in the Easter Story. 

 To be able to ask questions about the Easter story. 

 To start to understand the arrival of the holy spirit is 
remembered at Pentecost. 

 To start to understand people of faith have special times 
of prayer. 

 To start to understand special times create memories. 

 To start to understand celebrating special times is 
important. 

 To begin to be able to talk about special times. 

 To begin to be able to recall/retell the story of Pentecost. 

 To begin to be able to talk about feelings associated with 
special times. 

 To begin to be able to ask questions about special/holy 
times. 

 To know Christians worship in a church. 

 To know people consider places to be special for different 
reasons.  

 To know Muslims take off their shoes in a mosque. 

 To be able to talk about their special places. 

 To be able to talk about places of worship as special/holy 
places. 

 To be able to talk about taking off your shoes in a 
special/holy place. 
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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  breakdown for Religious Education 

Year 1 Unit 1.1-  Harvest Unit 1.2- God and Creation Unit 1.3-Christmas and Gift Bringers Unit 1.4- Jesus was special 
 

• To  understand Christians believe that 
it is important to say thank you to God 
for the harvest. 

• To  understand Jewish people also 
celebrate harvest and this is called 
Sukkot.  

• To know that helping others is part of 
putting our Christian faith in action. 

• To know there are Christian charities 
working worldwide to improve the 
living conditions of people in third 
world countries and other areas of 
poverty.  

• To talk, using religious language, about 
Harvest Festival Celebrations. 

• To express feelings about the issues 
raised by Christian Aid/Tear Fund 
materials etc. 

• To ask questions about their own and 
others’ experiences. 

• To talk, using religious language, about 
the ways in which the Jewish festival of 
Sukkot is celebrated. 

• To discuss how Chritians believe that God created 
the world. 

 To  understand that the creation stories are at the 
very beginning of the Bible and be able to recall 
details briefly. 

 To explain how Christians believe that people should 
be taking care of our world. 

 To describe how Christians believe that in creation 
we can see the power and wonder of God. 

 To talk about what they find amazing, interesting or 
puzzling in creation. 

 To understand that they are creative beings and 
enjoy their creative skills. 

Understanding Christianity Link: 1.2  PUPILS WILL KNOW 
THAT  

CHRISTIANS BELIEVE: 
• God created the universe. 
• The Earth and everything in it are  important to God. 
• God has a unique relationship with human beings. 
• Humans should care for the world  because it belongs 

to God. 

 To know that Christians believe that Jesus is God’s gift to the world. 

 To understand that the Wise Men (Magi) visited baby Jesus after 
Christmas. 

 To know that Christians believe that the gift of Jesus shows God’s 
love and care for the world. 

 To know that Christians believe Jesus is God’s son the promised 
Messiah. 

 To be able to talk about the feelings associated with giving and 
receiving gifts. 

 To be able to retell the nativity story in two parts, a) the shepherds 
and b) the wise men. 

 To be able to talk about giving gifts that are not objects. 

 Understanding Christianity Link: 1.3  Why does Christmas matter to 
Christians? PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 

• Christians believe that Jesus is God and that he was born as a  baby 
in Bethlehem. 

• The Bible points out that his birth  showed that he was 
extraordinary (for example, he is worshipped  as a king, in Matthew) 
and that he came to bring good news (for  example, to the poor, in 
Luke). 

 • Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth;  Advent for Christians is a time of 
getting ready for Jesus’ coming. 

 To know that the stories of Jesus 
miracles can be found in the 
Gospels in the New Testament.  

 To know that Christians believe 
that the miracles reveal Jesus as 
the Son of God. 

 To be able to talk about their own 
feelings and experiences. 

 To be able to ask and respond 
sensitively to questions about their 
own and others feelings and 
experiences.   

 To be able to to retell stories of 
Jesus covered in this unit. 

 To be able to make the connection 
between the Bible stories and 
Christian beliefs about Jesus. 

Year 1 Unit 1.5- Easter and New Life Unit 1.9- My World Jesus World Unit 1.7- Baptism   

E
Y
F
S 

• To know that the events of Palm Sunday, Good Friday and 
Easter Day are at the core of Christian beliefs. 

• To  kniw that Christiansbelieve that Easter is a new beginning. 
• To know that Christians believe that Jesus died and rose back to 

life again. 
• To be able to recall events of the Easter story. 
• To  be able to reflect on the awe and wonder of new life and 

changes in nature. 
• To be able to talk about their own experiences of Easter and 

springtime. 
• To be able to retell the events of the Easter story. 
Understanding Christianity Link: 1.5  Salvation 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 
• Easter is very important in the ‘big story’ of the Bible.  
• Christians believe Jesus rose again, giving people hope of a new 
life. 

• To know that Jesus lived a long time ago (over 2000 
years) and the world we live in is very different to 
Jesus’ world.   

• To know some of Jesus’ life experiences were just 
like ours. Therefore Christians believe Jesus the Son 
of God knows exactly what life is like for us 

• To be able totalk confidently about their own life 
and experiences.  

• To be able to talk about the similarities and 
differences between our world and Jesus’ world 
using Bible stories to illustrate.  . 

• To  know that baptism is an occasion when promises are made to God and people 
are welcomed as a member of the church. 

• To know that water is a symbol of baptism. 
• To know that people can be baptised at any age, in the font at church, in a pool, a 

river or the sea.  
• To know that Jesus was baptised in the river Jordan. 
• To know that people of faiths other than Christianity also welcome new babies in 

special ways. 
• To be able to talk about what belonging means to them. 
• To be able to use religious vocabulary such as vicar, priest, font, baptism church and 

prayer. 
• To be able to tell you about what happens when a baby is baptised. 
• To be able to talk about the ways in which people of other faiths welcome new 

babies 
How do people of other faiths welcome new babies? Non-Christian Faith Unit  - Birth 
Rites -ISLAM-Welcoming a new born 



Progression of Knowledge, Skill Understanding in Religious Education 

St Thomas’ Church of England Primary School 
 

 

 
 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  breakdown for Religious Education 

Year 2 Unit 2.1 The Bible   Unit 2.2 Christmas and Good News Unit 2.3 Jesus was a friend to everyone Unit 2.4 Easter and Symbols  

   To know that the Bible is the Christian holy book. 

 To know that the Bible is made up of a library of 
books. 

 To know that the Bible is in two sections the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. 

 To know that owning a Bible is very important to 
Christians. 

 To know that the Bible contains God’s big story 
from the beginning through to the kingdom of 
God. 

 To know that people of other faiths have different 
holy books and there are some similarities and 
differences between these books and the Bible. 

 To be able to talk about the Bible and why it is 
Holy. 

 To be able to talk about why the clergy think it is 
Holy. 

 To be able to talk about why owning a bible is very 
important to Christians worldwide. 

 To be able to make links between the books of the 
bible and God’s big story. 

 To be able to reflect on the story of Mary Jones 
and consider ways in which they can make a 
difference. 

 To be able to name and talk about the holy books 
from faiths other than Christianity 

 To know that Christmas is a celebration of the good 
news. 

 To know that angels are the Good news bringers. 

 we (Christians) believe that the good news is that 
Jesus is the saviour of the world. 

 To know that Christian) believe that the content of 
the Christmas story is good news. 

 To know that the good news impacts on the world 
then and now. 

 To be able to retell the Christmas story, including 
the story of Zechariah. 

 To be able to talk about their own feelings and 
experiences of good news. 

 To be able to ask and respond sensitively to 
questions about the experiences of Mary and the 
shepherds. 

Understanding Christianity Unit 1.3 Why does 
Christmas matter to Christians? 

PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 
• Christians believe that Jesus is God and that he was 

born as a baby in Bethlehem. 
• The Bible points out that his birth showed that he was 

extraordinary (for example, he is worshipped as a 
king, in Matthew) and that he came to bring good 
news (for example, to the poor, in Luke). 

• Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth; Advent for 
Christians is a time of getting ready for Jesus’ coming. 

 To know thatthe stories covered in this unit can be 
found in the gospels in the New Testament. 

 To know that Christians believe that Jesus miracles 
reveal him to be the Son of God. 

 To know that Christians believe that we should 
welcome everyone and try to be a friend of all as Jesus 
was.   

 To be able to talk about their own feelings and 
experiences.  

 To be able to retell the stories covered in this unit. 

 To be able to make the connection between the Bible 
stories and Christian belief.  

 To be able to talk about the work of Christian charities 
and make the connection to Jesus teaching and 
actions. 

Understanding Christianity Unit 1.4 What is the good 
news Jesus brings? 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 
• Christians believe Jesus brings good news for all 
people.  
• For Christians, this good news  includes being loved by 
God, and being forgiven for bad things. 
• Christians believe Jesus is a friend to the poor and 
friendless.  
• Christians believe Jesus’ teachings make people think 
hard  
about how to live and show them the right way. 

 To know that there are different objects and 
symbols used to help explain and understand 
the meaning of Easter. 

 To know that the Easter story is central to 
Christian belief.  

 To know that the death and resurrection of 
Jesus is part of God’s salvation plan. 

 To be able to identify and name some of the 
symbols of Easter. 

 To be able to retell the Easter story. 

 To be able to talk about their own experiences 
of Easter celebrations. 

 To be able to use religious vocabulary to simply 
describe what the symbols of Easter mean. 

 To be able to describe briefly why Christian 
people celebrate Easter. 

 To be able to explain what they think to be the 
most important thing about Easter. 

Understanding Christianity 1.5 Why does Easter 
matter to Christians? 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 
• Easter is very important in the  
‘big story’ of the Bible.  
• Christians believe Jesus rose  
again, giving people hope of a  
new life. 

Year 2 Unit 2.5   The Church      Unit 2.6  Ascension and Pentecost Unit 2.7  Journey to Bethlehem 

E
Y
F
S 

• To know that The church is a special place where Christians meet to 
worship and pray. It is also the body of people not just the building.  

• To  know that dor Christians, the church is a holy blessed space. 
• To know that Moses and the people of God built the Tabernacle (tent 

of meeting) to house the ark of the covenant.  
• To know that people of other faiths have special holy places of 

worship, what these buildings are called, their key features, and the 
worship that takes place there.  

• To be able to Ask good questions that reveal understanding about the 
church and what happens there.  

• To  be able to onnect the features of the church to Bible Stories.  
• To be able to se religious vocabulary to name and describe the 

features of a church building and other places of worship. 
• To be able to escribe a few similarities and differences between places 

of worship.    

• To know that Christians believe that 40 days after the resurrection, 
Jesus ascended into heaven. 

• To know that Christians believe that God is three in one – Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. 

• To know that the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out on the 
disciples at Pentecost and is here with us still.  

• To know that the events of Pentecost still impact on the church 
today. 

• To be able to retell the stories of Jesus’ ascension and the events of 
Pentecost. 

• To be able to talk about their ideas of heaven. 
• To be able to connect the gifts of the spirit with the school’s 

Christian values.  
• To be able to describe the symbols of the Holy Spirit. 

• To know that we (Christians) believe that Jesus was the son of God 
and the saviour of the world. 

• To know that it is important that Jesus was born in Bethlehem as it 
fulfils the Old Testament prophesy. 

• To know that the wise men journeyed from the east looking for the 
Messiah who would fulfil the prophesy. 

• To know that the shepherds left the hills in response to the angels’ 
message, and then continued to share the message that Jesus the To 
know that Saviour had been born in Bethlehem that night. 

• To be able to retell the nativity story. 
• To be able to ask and respond sensitively to questions about their own 

and others experiences and feelings. 
• To be able to talk about Jesus being the saviour and how that fits into 

God’s big story. 
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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  breakdown for Religious Education 

Year 3 Unit 3.6 Harvest  Unit 3.2 God with us 
Unit 3.3 Jesus the man who changed lives  
ISLAM- The prophets 

Unit 3.4 Easter- Sadness and Joy  

   To know that harvest 
has been celebrated for 
thousands of years. 

 To know that harvest is 
celebrated by people of 
all faiths and none.  

 To know that harvest is 
mentioned throughout 
the Old Testament.  

 To know that there is a 
connection between 
Christian belief and 
behaviour in relation to 
celebrating the harvest. 

 To be able to describe 
the traditional content 
of Christian Harvest 
Festival services. 

 To be able to describe 
and explain the Jewish 
festival of Sukkot. 

 To be able to explain 
why Christians 
celebrate harvest. 

 To know that Christmas is a 
celebration of the arrival of 
Emmanuel, who is Jesus God 
with us. 

 To know that Christians 
believe God is with us through 
his Son, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit. 

 To know that Christians 
believe that the presence of 
God changes our lives. 

 To be able to make links 
between their own 
experiences and the 
experiences of others. 

 To be able to retell stories 
about the presence of Jesus 
changing people’s lives.  

 To be able to describe the 
ways in which the actions of 
Christians  show Jesus’ 
presence in the world. 

 To be able to ask good 
questions about religious 
beliefs. 

 To know that Christians believe that Jesus has/had 
the power to change people’s lives. 

 choosing to follow Jesus is not an easy option. 

 To know that lives of people today are transformed 
by Jesus and they choose to change. 

 To be able to talk about their experiences of change. 

 To be able to retell the Bible stories you have 
explored. 

 To be able to talk about the ways in which Jesus 
changed people’s lives and the impact that had on 
them. 

Understanding Christianity unit 2A.4 What kind of world 
did Jesus want? 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 
• Christians believe Jesus challenges everyone about 
how to live — he sets the example for  
loving God and your neighbour, putting others first.  
• Jesus shows love and forgiveness to unlikely people. 
• Christians try to be like Jesus — they want to know 
him better and better. 
• Christians try to put his teaching and example into 
practice in lots of ways, from church worship to  
social justice. 

 To know that the events of Palm Sunday, Holy week and Easter are a combined mixture of the 
emotions of joy and sadness.  

 To know that the church remembers and marks the events of Holy Week in a variety of ways. 

 To know that the events of Holy Week reveal what Jesus came to earth to do – God’s salvation 
plan. 

 To be able to use religious vocabulary to retell in detail the stories of Palm Sunday, Holy Week 
and Easter.  

 To be able to make links between Christian beliefs and the stories of Palm Sunday, Holy Week 
and Easter. 

 To be able to ask good questions about the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter and 
Christian belief associated with these events. 

 To be able to use religious vocabulary to make links between people’s values and behaviour.  

 To be able to ask important questions about beliefs and values. 

 To be able to use religious vocabulary to describe and show understanding of the Christian 
practices linked with the Easter Story.  

 To be able to describe the impact of the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter on the 
lives of people today. 

Understanding Christianity Unit 2A.5 Why do Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday?   
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 
• Christians see Holy Week as the culmination of Jesus’ earthly life, leading to his death and resurrection. 
• The various events of Holy Week, such as the Last Supper, were important in showing the disciples what 
Jesus came to earth to do. 
• Christians today trust that Jesus really did rise from the dead, and so is still alive today. 
• Christians remember and celebrate Jesus’ last week, death and resurrection 

Year 3   Unit 3.5 Rules for Living    SIKHISM   Unit 3.1 Called by God 

 • To know the Old Testament contains the stories of the people of God. 
• To know Moses rescues the people of God from Egypt and brings the ten commandments down from Mount Sinai. 
• To know other faiths have rules to follow that have been given to them a long time ago. 
• To know Christians try to live out the commandments given by God and Jesus.  
• To know the commandments are the foundation of Christian and Jewish societies. 
• To be able to talk about the story of Moses and the impact of the ten commandments. 
• To be able to name some of the rules followed by people of other faiths.   
• To be able to describe ways in which Christians live out Jesus command to love one another.  
• To be able to make links between beliefs and behaviour. 
• To be able to talk, with understanding, about rules from faiths other than Christianity. 
• To be able to understand the effects of rules and ask good questions about religious rules.  
• To be able to express their own ideas about rules. 

Understanding Christianity Unit 2B.3 People of God. How can following God bring freedom and justice? PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 
• The Old Testament pieces together the story of the People of God.  
• The story of Moses and the Exodus shows how God rescued his people from slavery in Egypt; Christians see this story as looking 
forward to how Jesus’ death and resurrection also rescue people from slavery to sin. 
• Christians apply this idea to living today by trying to serve God and to bring freedom to others; for example, loving others, caring for 
them, bringing health, food, justice, and telling the story of Jesus. 

• To know the Old Testament Prophets were called by God to give his message to the people. 
• To know the Prophets were telling the people to turn back to God and mend their 

relationship with him. This is the beginning of God’s salvation plan.  
• To know people’s lives are changed as they are called by God today and respond in a variety 

of ways e.g. ordination, ministry in the local church and missionary work abroad etc. 
• To be able to talk about in detail the Bible stories you have discussed.  
• To be able to ask important questions about religion and beliefs. 
• To be able to interpret the stories and identify Christian beliefs. 
• To be able to use developing religious vocabulary to show that they understand the Christian 

beliefs.  
• To be able to describe the impact of responding to God’s call on a  To be able to person’s life.   
• tell you what they think God would be asking prophets to speak out against today. 

Understanding Christianity unit 2A:2 What is it like to follow God? PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 
• The Old Testament tells the story of a particular group of people, the children of Israel known as 
the People of God — and their relationship with God.  
• The People of God try to live in the way God wants, following his commands and worshipping 
him. 
• They believe he promises to stay with them and Bible stories show how God keeps his promises. 
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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  breakdown for Religious Education 

Year 4 Unit 4.6 What is a Prayer Unit 4.2 Christmas- light   Unit 4.3 Jesus Son of God 

   To know prayer is the way in which believers 
communicate with God.  

 To know prayer is connected to faith. 

 To know Christian beliefs are revealed in the content of 
prayers. 

 To be able to talk about the similarities and differences 
in the ways people of faith pray.  

 To be able to talk using religious vocabulary to show 
understanding of the purpose, place and content of 
prayer in the life of a believer. 

 To know that Hanukkah is an important Jewish festival of light. 

 To know thatlight is used as a metaphor to describe Jesus and his impact 
on the world. 

 To know that the light of Jesus brings hope in dark places. 

 To be able to talk with understanding about the ways in which Jesus’ 
followers bring his light into the world.  

 To be able to create light metaphors for Jesus that show understanding 
of Jesus actions and divinity.  

 To be able to ask important and relevant questions about religious 
experiences and beliefs. 

 To be able to talk with understanding about the symbolism of Jesus as 
light. 

 To know Christians believe Jesus is the Son of God he was both God and 
man. 

 To know Christians believe Jesus has power and authority from God over 
every aspect of creation, life and death. 

 To know there are people who have stood up and spoken out against 
authorities in situations of injustice.  

 To know the Jewish holy day is Shabbat and there are many traditions and 
rules associated with Shabbat. 

 To be able to  retell the Bible stories covered in this unit. 

 To be able to make links between the Bible texts and Christian beliefs and 
values.  

 To be able to talk about people who have inspired them and why. 

Year 4 Unit 4.4 Easter Betrayal  Unit 4.5 The Church  

  To know trust and forgiveness are key Christian values. 

 To know the incidents of betrayal and trust in the Easter story 
are significant to the outcome. 

 To know the events of Holy Week and Easter are key to 
understanding what Jesus came to earth to do – God’s 
salvation plan.  

 To know Christians believe that they can trust Jesus. 

 To  be able to identify and explain the significance of the 
incidents of betrayal and trust in the Easter story. 

 To  be able to ask good questions about people’s values and 
commitments. 

 To  be able to use religious vocabulary to make links between 
Christian beliefs and the stories of Lent Holy Week and Easter. 

 To  be able to use key religious vocabulary to describe and talk 
about the importance of forgiveness in Christianity. 

 To  be able to describe and show understanding of the 
Christian value of forgiveness in relation to the story of Peter. 

Understanding Christianity Unit 2A.5 Why do Christians call the day 
Jesus died Good Friday? 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: 
 • Christians see Holy Week as the culmination of Jesus’ earthly 
life, leading to his death and resurrection.  
• The various events of Holy Week, such as the Last Supper, were 
important in showing the disciples what Jesus came to earth to do.  
• Christians today trust that Jesus really did rise from the dead, 
and so is still alive today.  
• Christians remember and celebrate Jesus’ last week, death and 
resurrection 

 To know not all church buildings are the same but have similar features 
according to denomination. 

 To know Peter and the disciples ‘built’ the church after the events of 
Pentecost. 

 To know Christianity is a world-wide multi-cultural faith. 

 To know the Bible gives guidance to the church about behaviour and 
attitudes and what that guidance is. 

 To know people of other faiths have different places of worship, the 
names of those buildings, key features and the worship that takes place 
there. 

 To be able to use religious vocabulary to name features of the church 
building, talk about their significance and link to the Bible. 

 To be able to use identify similarities and differences between churches 
and denominations worldwide.  

 To be able to use ask good questions about the similarities and differences 
between different denominational practices. 

 To be able to use make links between values and beliefs and behaviour. 

 To be able to use talk knowledgeably about other places of worship, the 
features of the building and the worship that takes place there. 
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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  breakdown for Religious Education 

Year 5 Unit 5.1 The Bible Unit 5.7 Christmas around the World Unit 5.3  Jesus the Teacher 

   To know there are several different genre of writing in the 
Bible. 

 To know there are many translations of the Bible in 
English and other languages.   

 To know the Bible is used to help answer questions about 
creation, truth, suffering and death, values for life and 
ethical issues. 

 To know people of other faiths have holy books that 
teach, guide and impact on their daily lives. 

 To know the Bible is the inspired word of God. 

 To know the Bible gives guidance for Christian living and 
this impacts on believers lives and communities. 

 To be able to make links between Bible passages and 
Christian values, attitudes and beliefs.  

 To be able to use religious language to ask relevant 
questions. 

 To be able to talk about the work and perseverance of 
Bible translators. 

 To be able to describe what inspires and influences them. 

 To be able to describe the impact of the content of the 
Bible on believers’ lives.  

 To be able to use religious vocabulary to show 
understanding of religious texts. 

 To know Christmas is celebrated by 
Christians around the world.  

 To know some celebrations are connected 
to beliefs but others are secular.  

 To know Christmas celebrations provide 
answers to questions about Christian 
beliefs about Jesus. 

 To be able to make the links between the 
story, belief and action 

 To be able to describe and give reasons for 
the similarities and differences between 
Christmas celebrations around the world.  

 To be able to describe and show 
understanding of why Christmas is such an 
important time for Christians. 

 To be able to talk about the distinctive 
Christian beliefs highlighted by Christmas 
celebrations. 

 To know these stories about Jesus’ teaching explain Christian beliefs and actions. 

 To know there are links between Jesus teaching and the school’s Christian values and British values. 

 To know Jesus teaching makes an impact in people’s lives, their values, choices and behaviour. 

 To be able to retell in detail some of the Bible stories covered in this unit.  

 To be able to ask important and relevant questions about Jesus teaching. 

 To be able to describe and show understanding of the Christian beliefs revealed through these stories. 

 To be able to explain how the parables in this unit answer questions about values and commitments. 

 To be able to to identify and explain why they think one of Jesus parables has a particularly strong message for the world 
today. 
Understanding Christianity Unit 2B.5 What would Jesus do? 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT:  
• The good news is not just about setting an example for good behaviour and challenging bad behaviour: it is that Jesus 
offers a way to heal the damage done by human sin.  
• Christians see that Jesus’ teachings and example cut across expectations — the Sermon on the Mount is an example of 
this, where Jesus’ values favour serving the weak and vulnerable, not making people comfortable. • Christians believe 
that they should bring this good news to life in the world in different ways, within their church family, in their personal 
lives, with family, with their neighbours, in the local, national and global community 
Understanding Christianity Unit 2B.8 What kind of King is Jesus? 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT:  
• Jesus told many parables about the Kingdom of God. These suggest that God’s rule has begun, through the life, 
teaching and example of Jesus, and subsequently through the lives of Christians who live in obedience to God.  
• The Kingdom is compared to a feast where all are invited to join in. Not everyone chooses to do so.  
• Many Christians try to extend the Kingdom of God by challenging unjust social structures in their locality and in the 
world 

Year 5 Unit 5.4 Easter- Victory  Unit 5.5 Women in the Old Testament  Unit 5.8 Daniel  

  To know Christians believe that Christ’s resurrection is a victory over death and talk about it with understanding. 

 To know Christians believe that the death and resurrection of Jesus restored the relationship between God and people. 

 To know the Easter story is at the very heart of Christian belief. 

 To be able to retell the Easter Story in detail and talk with understanding about the Christian belief that Jesus died and 
rose victoriously and what that means to Christians. 

 To be able to talk about and describe feelings in relation to situations of victory; make links between people’s values and 
commitments and their attitudes and behaviour with regard to situations of victory. 

 To be able to ask important questions about Christian belief; reflect thoughtfully on the answers to these big questions. 
Understanding Christianity Unit 2B.6 (Year 5) What did Jesus do to save human beings?To be able to describe the impact of 
belief in the Easter story on a person’s life. 

PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: • Christians read the ‘big story’ of the Bible as pointing out the need for God to save 
people. This salvation includes the ongoing restoration of humans’ relationship with God. • The Gospels give 
accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection. • The New Testament says that Jesus’ death was somehow ‘for us’. • 
Christians interpret this in a variety of ways: for example, as a sacrifice for sin; as a victory over sin, death and the 
devil; paying the punishment as a substitute for everyone’s sins; rescuing the lost and leading them to God; leading 
from darkness to light. • Christians remember Jesus’ sacrifice through the service of Holy Communion (also called 
the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist or the Mass). • Christians believe that Jesus calls them to sacrifice their own needs 
to the needs of others, and some are prepared to die for others and for their faith 

 To know there are significant women in the Bible who 
made incredible choices that have an impact on 
God’s big story.  

 To know worship can be expressed in a variety of 
ways including prayer, dance, compassion and self-
sacrifice.  

 To know sometimes people of faith face great 
challenges and remain true to their faith. 

 To be able to make links between their own values 
and the values of others (i.e. the women in the Bible). 

 To be able to ask important and relevant questions 
about the lives of the women in the Bible. 

 To be able to ask and suggest answers to questions of 
identity, meaning, purpose, truth, values and 
commitments. 

 To be able to reflect on the lives of the women in the 
Bible and describe the features that inspire them. 

 To know there are people willing to remain 
faithful to God in any circumstances at any 
cost.  

 To know Bible stories reveal the nature of 
God. 

 To be able to describe the experiences and 
actions of others that inspire and influence 
them. 

 To be able to use religious language to talk 
with understanding about what motivates 
Christians during times of persecution. 

 To be able to ask quality questions about 
commitment belief and truth. 

 To be able to make links between sacred text, 
belief and actions. 
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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  breakdown for Religious Education 

Year 6 Unit 6.1  Life as a Journey Unit 6.7  People of Faith    Unit 6.2 Christmas - Advent  

   To know some people undertake a pilgrimage 
as part of living out their faith.  

 To know the life journey of people in the Bible 
effects the behaviour, beliefs and life choices of 
Christians today. 

 To know being a Christian and following Jesus’ 
teaching has an impact on a person’s life. 

 To know the life journey of Jesus answers 
questions about what Christians believe. 

 To know Christians in many countries across 
the world are persecuted because of their 
faith. 

 To be able to recognise similarities and 
differences between pilgrimages made by 
Christians and people of other faiths. 

 To be able to describe the impact that 
following the teaching of Jesus has on people’s 
lives. 

 To be able to describe the features of living life 
as a Christian. 

 To know there are people who live and have lived 
extraordinary lives of faith and we can be inspired by them. 

 To know there are similarities and differences between the 
behaviour and values of Christians and people of other 
faiths. 

 To know Christian people are called to live out the teaching 
in the Bible and build God’s kingdom through righteous 
living. 

 To be able to describe and illustrate with examples the 
ways in which the actions of Christian people are building 
God’s kingdom here on earth. 

 To be able to use an increasingly wide religious vocabulary 
to explain what motivates people of faith.  

 To be able to talk with understanding about the 
characteristics of a person living out their Christian faith.  

 To be able to explain aspects of the lives of people of faith 
that inspire them.  

 To be able to interpret bible stories and explain how that 
story answers questions about what it means to have faith. 

 To know Advent is a time when the church focusses prayer on the second coming of Christ. 

 To know different denominations within Christianity hold differing beliefs about the importance and status of Mary. 

 To know the themes of Advent tell the ‘big story’ of God’s salvation plan. 

 To know Christians believe that Jesus is the promised Messiah, but Jewish people do not. 

 To be able to describe the symbolism, practices, beliefs and themes of the season of Advent. 

 To be able to explain the ways in which Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament Prophecies. 

 To be able to express and explain their hopes and dreams for the future. 

 To be able to use religious vocabulary to show they understand the themes of Advent. 

 To be able to express their opinion about what they think the message of John the Baptist would be today. 

 To be able to reflect and decide what they have learnt from this unit about Christianity and themselves. 
Understanding Christianity Unit 2B.4 Was Jesus the Messiah? 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT:  
• Jesus was Jewish.  

• Christians believe Jesus is God in the flesh.  
• They believe that his birth, life, death and resurrection were part of a longer plan by God to restore the relationship between 

humans and God.  
• The Old Testament talks about a ‘rescuer’ or ‘anointed one’ — a messiah. Some texts talk about what this ‘messiah’ would be like.  
• Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled these expectations, and that he is the Messiah. (Jewish people do not think Jesus is the 

Messiah.)  
• Christians see Jesus as their Saviour (See Salvation) 

Year 6 Unit 6.3 Eucharist Unit 6.4  Who was Jesus Unit 6.5  Ascension and Pentecost Unit 6.6  Ideas about God  

  To know links can be made between 
Christian beliefs, the Eucharist, the Last 
Supper and the Passover.  

 To know there is important symbolism 
associated with the Eucharist that explains 
Christian belief.  

 To know we (Christians) celebrate the 
Eucharist and why it is important.   

 To be able to use good religious 
vocabulary to show understanding of why 
Christians celebrate the Eucharist. 

 To be able to identify the similarities and 
differences within and between the way 
Christian denominations celebrate the 
Eucharist. 

 To be able to ask thoughtful questions 
about the words and actions of the 
Eucharist service. 

 To be able to talk about the way in which 
the Eucharist service answers questions 
about Christian beliefs. 

 To be able to explain what the words 
remembrance, holy, sacrifice, mercy, 
salvation and faith mean in Christianity 
and in their own lives.  

 To be able to suggest reasons for the 
similarities and differences between 
denominations. 

 To know Jesus is given a variety of names to describe his 
character and purpose.  

 To know there is a strong connection between Christmas and 
Easter and the concepts of incarnation and salvation. 

 To know Christians believe Jesus was/is the Messiah and what 
that means. 

 To be able to express their own and the opinion of others in 
response to the question ‘Who was Jesus?’ 

 To be able to use appropriate religious vocabulary to show 
they understand Christian beliefs about Jesus. 

 To be able to ask relevant questions in order to discover the 
answer to the question ‘Who was Jesus?’ 

 To be able to use the Bible as a source to discover the answer 
to the question ‘Who was Jesus?’ 

Understanding Christianity Unit 2B.4 Was Jesus the messiah? 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT:  
• Jesus was Jewish.  
• Christians believe Jesus is God in the flesh.  
• They believe that his birth, life, death and resurrection were 
part of a longer plan by God to restore the relationship between 
humans and God.  
• The Old Testament talks about a ‘rescuer’ or ‘anointed one’ — 
a messiah. Some texts talk about what this ‘messiah’ would be 
like.  
• Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled these expectations, and 
that he is the Messiah. (Jewish people do not think Jesus is the 
Messiah.) 
 • Christians see Jesus as their Saviour (See Salvation). 

 To know ascension and Pentecost are key events 
in Christianity. 

 To know Christians believe people’s lives can be 
inspired and transformed by the Holy Spirit.  

 To know the events of the Ascension and 
Pentecost are connected to distinctive Christian 
beliefs. 

 To be able to retell the stories of Ascension and 
Pentecost connecting them with Christian beliefs. 

 To be able to describe what Christians believe is 
the impact of the Holy Spirit on people’s lives. 

 To be able to talk about the ways in which these 
events help answer questions about God.   

Understanding Christianity Unit 2A.6 When Jesus left 
what was the impact of Pentecost? 

PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: Christians believe that Jesus 
inaugurated the ‘Kingdom of God’ — i.e. Jesus’ whole life 
was a demonstration of his belief that God is King, not just 
in heaven but here and now (‘Your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven’).  

 Christians believe Jesus is still alive, and rules in their 
hearts and lives by the Holy Spirit, if they let him. 
Christians believe that after Jesus returned to be with 
God the Father, he sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to 
help the Church to make Jesus’ invisible Kingdom visible 
by living lives that reflect the love of God. Christians 
celebrate Pentecost as the beginning of the Church 

 To know Bible stories help to deepen our knowledge and 
understanding of God. 

 To know Christians believe God is three in one, the Trinity.  

 To know God is given many names by Christians and members 
of non-Christian faiths. These names describe His nature and 
characteristics,  

 To know Bible texts are used to answer questions about the 
characteristics and nature of God. 

 To be able to use religious language to show they are 
developing an understanding of the Trinity. 

 To be able to identify the elements in Christian worship that 
express Christian beliefs about God. 

 To be able to ask big questions and express their own views. 
Understanding Christianity Unit 2B.1 What does it mean if God is 
holy and loving? 
PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT: • Christians believe God is omnipotent, 
omniscient and eternal, and that this means God is worth worshipping.  
• Christians believe God is both holy and loving, and Christians have to 
balance ideas of God being angered by sin and injustice (see Fall) but 
also loving, forgiving, and full of grace.  
• Christians do not all agree about what God is like, but try to follow his 
path, as they see it in the Bible or through Church teaching.  
• Christians believe getting to know God is like getting to know a person 
rather than learning information 
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