
Golden Children
Nursery: Dareen H. and Qasim R.

Reception: Uzair C. and Abdullah A.

Year 1: Mussa A. and Musa N.

Year 2: Aamir M. and Ameera F.

Year 3: Ali A. and Yusuf C.

Year 4: Saarah N. and Taha F.

Year 5: Alilyah A. and Abdullah W.

Year 6: Aaminah A. and Aroush M.

Key Dates
14.12.2021 - Parent progress meetings 
16.12.2021 - Christmas Dinner 
16.12.2021 - Christmas Jumper Day 
17.12.2021 - Break up for Christmas 2pm
04.01.2022 - Children return to school 

Winning Planet Team     
The winning team is Mars this week. 

Drama and Pineapple Stars 
Well done to Maariyah V. and Yusuf S. in 6KB
Well done to Aisha S. Maleeha M. and Aroush M. in 
6DM

Speaker of the Week
Well done to Alexandra N. in 6DM

Attendance Award
Well done to 5VKD for 97.67% attendance.

Dodgeball
Congratulations to the Year 4 Dodgeball team- 
Alishba, Isam, Zara, Owais, Rua and Haseeb. They 
took part in the Dodgeball Festival this week. They 
played so well and showed great sportsmanship. 

St Thomas’ 
St Thomas’ ‘Privacy Notice’ (How we use pupil 
information) is now available to view HERE.

Photo Consent 
As you know, we may use photographs of the 
children on the displays in school, Facebook, in 
letters to parents, on the website or in the school 
prospectus provided we have parental consent to 
do so. We will continue to follow the consent list 
from parents who have returned forms. If you have 
not given consent and you would like to, please 
contact the school o�ce so that the information 
can be updated.

Trust
Our school value for his half term is 'Trust'. Our quote for this half term is …. 
“My God is my strength in whom I trust.” Psalm 18.2. It would really help if you could 
follow this up with your children at home and talk to them about what trust means.

School Dinners 
Our school meal service is now run by Dolce School Catering. Please ensure that 
your children’s meals are booked via the School Grid by 8.55am each morning. You 
will have received an email to sign up and select menu options. If you are unsure, 
please contact the school o�ce. If your child’s dinner has not been pre-ordered, 
they will automatically be given a salad sandwich. If you normally pay for your child’s 
school dinner, please ensure you have topped up your account via School Grid.

First Aid Heroes 
Over the course of the year, our Year 5 children are being given the opportunity to 
become 'First Aid Heroes'. Quali�ed professionals are coming into school to teach 
the children basic First Aid. All Year 5 children will receive their �rst session over the 
next few weeks, where they will begin their journey to becoming 'First Aid Heroes'.

Christmas Jumper and Dinner Day 
On Thursday 16th December, we will be holding our Christmas celebrations! The  
children will have a lovely Christmas dinner followed by parties in the afternoon. We 
encourage all children to celebrate the occasion and wear their festive Christmas 
jumper. We can’t wait for the day �lled with lots of exciting activities. 

Parent Progress Meetings
Following the Autumn Term Assessments, we are holding Parent Progress Meetings. 
This meeting gives a chance to understand the format of the tests, your child’s 
results and next stages to help your child develop in various areas of Reading, Maths 
and Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling. During the meeting, you will be provided 
with information stating your child’s achievements and how we can work together 
to further develop your child’s progress.

Meetings will take place on Tuesday 14th December 2021 at 3.30 – 4.00pm or 
4.00pm – 4.30pm 

Please login HERE to book the relevant time allocation with your child’s class 
teacher to attend the meeting. We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.
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Free School Meals
Children whose parents receive the following support 
payments are entitled to receive free school meals:
  • Income Support (IS)
  • Income Based Jobseekers Allowance
  • An income-related employment and support allowance
  • The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit (PCGC) 
    support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 
    Act 1999
  • Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to   
    Working Tax Credit and have an annual income, as 
    assessed by Inland Revenue that does not exceed 
    £16,190
  • Universal Credit and have an income, as assessed by the 
    Inland Revenue that does not exceed £7,400.

CLICK HERE for more information.

If you need further advice or support, please ring the 
school o�ce where we will be more than happy to help.

Nut Allergies 
We have an increasing number of pupils in our school 
who have nut allergies. Anaphylaxis (allergic reaction) can 
occur as a result of digestion, inhalation or any other 
contact with nut-based products. We kindly ask that all 
packed lunches and break time snacks do not include 
nuts. We understand this may cause some inconvenience 
but I am sure you agree the safety of all children is 
paramount. Thank you in advance for your cooperation 
with this matter.

Goodbyes 
We are sure you will join us in extending best wishes to 
Mrs Mercer who has secured an assistant headship post 
in Lancashire. We also say goodbye to Mrs Kagzi who has 
worked with us for a number of years working with our 
children over lunchtime. The children have bene�tted 
from the care and support they have provided whilst 
helping the children to develop into the best version of 
themselves. We know you all join us in wishing Mrs 
Mercer and Mrs Kagzi well. Thank you from the St Thomas’ 
family and good luck. 

Thank you 
This week class 6KB had a special visit from Counsellor 
Virmani to support with their History unit of work - Britain 
since 1930. The children have been looking at changes 
(both nationally and locally) during recent decades, in 
particular, how Blackburn has changed and how 
immigration has created the ethnically diverse society we 
are part of today. Counsellor Virmani shared his story of 
moving to Britain, how Blackburn has changed from 
when he arrived to his time here as well as answering lots 
of questions from the class. His visit was extremely 
inspirational to the children and year 6 learnt so much.  A 
huge thank you to Counsellor Virmani for your 
inspirational talk to the class. 
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