
Safeguarding Case Study 

‘L’ was born in 2004 and is of White British ethnicity.  When starting the school ‘L’ lived with her 

mum and was having no contact with her birth father.  ‘L’ also had a younger sibling who 

sadly passed away as a baby. ‘L’ started St. Thomas’ in September 2012, joining in year 3, 

after previously attending another local primary school.  ‘L’ was taken out of this primary 

school by mum in April 2012 and she had been out of education until she started at St. 

Thomas’. 

Upon her arrival there were significant issues with attendance and punctuality.  Frequent 

telephone calls and meetings with ‘L’’s mum took place to discuss attendance and 

punctuality offering advice and discussions around ‘L’s underachievement due to poor 

attendance.  ‘L’s assessments indicated that she was underachieving in comparison with her 

peers.   

Mum attended a parent drop in with the pupil well-being coordinator and explained that her 

ex-partner was self-harming, assaulting her and damaging property in the house, all of which 

‘L’ was witness to.  

Strategies for this were:  

 Advised mum to always call the police when such incidents occur. 

 1:1 support was implemented by the pupil well-being coordinator and Familywise 

practitioner for ‘L’, when she talked about feeling frightened at home and being 

worried about her mum. 

 ‘L’ was provided with a diary for her to write about how she was feeling.  

 Mum was advised that she needed to arrange a doctor’s appointment for ‘L’, with 

the pupil well-being coordinator offering to also attend the appointment if mum felt 

this would be helpful. 

 Information shared with social care and a social worker was allocated.  

 

Soon after (Feb 2013), ‘L’ was removed from the care of her mother under an Emergency 

Protection Order due to parental substance misuse and domestic violence. ‘L’ was then 

placed in foster care where a dramatic improvement in her attendance and punctuality 

was seen. ‘L’ was made part of specific targeted interventions including: Fischer Family trust; 

Pre Teaching Vocabulary and mathematics booster sessions. 

Other support offered during this time included: 

 Continued 1:1 support for ‘L’ 

 Legal statement for court proceedings was compiled 

 Attendance at Looked After Child reviews  

 Attendance at Personal Education Plan meetings where allocated pupil premium 

spends were agreed 

During this time, ‘L’ began supervised contact with her dad. Direct work around her family 

tree was undertaken by the pupil well-being coordinator as she had had limited previous 

contact. Contact with mum became difficult and ultimately ceased as mum refused to 

engage. 



Safeguarding Case Study 

After a period of time, ‘L’ returned to live with her father, still under a full care order and 

overseen by the Local Authority. Her attendance continued to be excellent and attainment 

was consistently progressing.   

Continued support for ‘L’ included:  

 Rabbit monitor (to improve self-esteem and have a feeling of responsibility). 

 Weekly 1:1 work with Emotional Literacy Support Assistant. 

 Support to attend East Lancashire Child and Adolescent Services. 

 Childline visit for whole year group about different types of abuse. 

 Continued attendance at LAC reviews and PEP meetings. 

In ‘L’’s final year at St. Thomas’ she continued to present as a happy and confident child.  

The following academic and emotional support was continued to be offered: 

 Two additional visits to High School (when making choices and in the final term) to 

improve her confidence with the transition. 

 Part of a ‘Moving onto High School’ group. 

 Support for dad in completing application forms. 

 Financial support to access drama, dodge ball and activities week. 

 Barnardo’s ‘Real Love Rocks’ programme completed with the rest of her peers.  

 1:1 conferencing. 

 Easter school. 

 1:1 Better reading Programme. 

 1:1 daily writing support. 

 Invitation and attendance from High School Safeguarding lead at final LAC review. 

‘L’ left St. Thomas’ a happy, confident and mature child. She recently moved onto High 

School were we believe that she has settled well and is continuing to progress.  

 

Attendance record 

Academic year ending      2013                      2014                 2015                   2016 

                       84.6%             98.4%                95.5%                 99.2% 

 

Attainment record 

English Writing:    

Yr 3 – 1a Yr 4 – 2a Yr 5 - 3a    Yr 6 - secure 

 

English Reading:   

Yr 3 – 2a Yr 4 – 4c Yr 5 - 5c   Yr 6 - secure 

 

Mathematics:  

Yr 3 – 2c Yr 4 – 2a Yr 5 - 4b    Yr 6 - secure  

 


